Third Draft Responses to DEFRA consultation:
Pathway Action Plans for Invasive Non-native Species

Questions, which are relevant to angling, are posed in the consultation document.  The following answers are proposed.

11. Are you content with the actions within this PAP?
A: No
12. If no, what do you think could be improved?
missing action action could be improved missing text text could be improved other
13. Please provide details of the changes you would make to this PAP or anything else you think is important.
A: In so far as the existing text is concerned, we regard the proposed codes of conduct for anglers and the fisheries biosecurity protocols as uncontroversial.  They echo existing best practice.   However, there are important omissions of subjects to be considered.
Gyrodactylus salaris (GS) :
Import of GS represents an existential threat to wild salmon populations throughout the UK.  The risk from this parasite is already recognised by the scientific community and by Scottish anglers.  Measures are in place to deal with that threat.  Therefore, it is especially disappointing that no Pathway Action Plan (PAP) is intended to apply to the aquaculture industry.
GS is endemic in parts of Norway.   Large quantities of fish and water are transported in well boats by fish farmers from Norway to Scotland.  The risks of transmission are bound to have been addressed.  However, given the scale of the industry, and the modest numbers of international anglers, it is astonishing that this potential vector of GS transmission is not yet being addressed by a PAP for the sector.   
Anglers are not objecting to a PAP.   Should we presume that the salmon farming industry has objected?
Further, we are hopeful that closed containment technology for salmon rearing will be soon introduced in the UK.    When that happens, it is likely that sea cages and/or shore-based rearing will be established in parts of the UK other than Scotland - to be nearer to consumer markets.
Oncorhynchus gorbuscha (Pink salmon):
It is assumed often that Norway's pink salmon originated from stocking of this Pacific species in Russian rivers.   However, it may be that global warming is creating opportunities for natural introductions.  The North West and North East passages in the Arctic Ocean may be sufficiently open to allow easy expansion of their territory to the North Atlantic.   
Whatever the source, they have entered Scottish rivers and have successfully spawned.   Trials carried out by the Marine Directorate of the Scottish Government show that these ova were viable and hatched. However, it is still unclear whether this invasive species will successfully establish in the United Kingdom in a similar fashion to that seen in Norway.   
There are protocols for reporting and an obligation on anglers to kill any pink salmon that are caught in Scotland.   This should be noted.
Communication of PAPs:
The Angling Trust does not operate in Scotland.   Angler organisations in Scotland have no resources to finance the provision of information about PAPs to anglers.   Angling Scotland would welcome the opportunity to contract for such a service.
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